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The excavations of the Early Helladic II-Ill settlement at Helike have brought to
light huge pottery assemblages ascribable to indoor and outdoor areas. The preliminary
examination of the ceramic material has shown two general chronological horizons: the
upper one is dated to the EH Ill and is marked by the settlement’s destruction and
abandonment. The second one begins chronologically from the EH IlI-1I transition and
extends backwards to earlier phases of the EH Il. This horizon has witnessed several
densely overlaying building phases of short duration which usually represent
reconstruction of floors and changes in settlement and domestic planning. The EH Il
multi-layer deposit is thicker compared to the overlying surface EH Il deposit which
instead consists of one sole building phase.

Potteries of those two phases are very distinctive both as for shape and general
morphological features of vases, as well as for their condition of preservation. Along the
EH 1l in particular the prevailing pottery consists of table serving vases and big storage
vessels. The former group includes hundreds of one- or two- shouldered cups (bass
bowls) tankards of various profiles, rim-handled cups, pedestal-footed cups, jugs,
amphoras and some miniature vessels. A ‘depas’ of early EH Ill date is an exceptional
pot found inside an apsidal building together with a small hoard of small gold and silver
items. In this certain phase there is a particular concentration of big storage vessels with
cut away neck, arched handles on body and roped impressions around the upper part.
Their volume capacity suggests that the settlement had extended storage ability which
evidences at the particular economic and possibly symbolic importance of pithos.
Moreover, the size of those pithoids possibly suggests that they were manufactured and
fired in situ at their final positions which were pre-set in the architectural plan of the
building. Examination of cross sections exhibits all manufacturing techniques the potters
had undertaken to build the jar, such as double or triple layering of clay, strips of clay on
junctions or even the use of ‘pegs’. Few samples of fine wares bear dark-on-light
patterns. The EH Il Heliki ceramic groups are in line with major pottery groups of Lerna
IV, Elis and Kolonna V, and incorporate all characteristic features of the end of the 3™
millennium BC such as the development of ‘metallic’ appearance (dark burnished
surfaces, carinated profiles) which is the forerunner of the MBA wares.

Underlying EH 1l pottery is particularly distinctive compared to that of the EH IlI:
ring bases, sauceboat spouts, saucers, roped relief on everted rims, very fine clays, light
colored burnished surfaces (red, orange, yellowish). A very characteristic feature of this
pottery is its state of fragmentation and dispersal, in contrast with the overlying EH Il
equipment which was abandoned and deposited in situ. It is indicative that EH Il sherds
have rounded edges, suggesting they have tumbled and been corroded after their use
together with earth deposits to form later building levels, floors and walls.

The two Heliki phases show considerable difference in the spatial distribution of
their pottery throughout the settlement. Most characteristic case is the area of the EH |l
Corridor House, where the EH Ill pottery shows considerable decrease but increases
exceptionally in the periphery of the building.



Leaving aside classification, Heliki EH pottery incorporates valuable information on
the association of ceramics with spatial outdoor and indoor spatial use, and thus
provides research with an exceptional tool to study EH domestic activities, subsistence
practices and society, but also how pottery expresses the functional and ideological
choices of people. Behind any visible morphological expression of ceramic culture, either
whole shape, formal detail or ornament, resides an invisible network of cognitive
attributes, a world of meanings and symbols which every time dictates the choice of
each very certain material feature. Given that eating and food, which are the main
destinations for pottery, involve elevated social meanings and symbolisms, what
traditions and perceptions may underlie Heliki wares and how close are we to the
narrative of Heliki’ social and symbolic life?

Mop@oAoyia Kal KaTavour TNG KEPAMIKAG
otov NpwTtoeAAadiké olkiIopo6 TnG EAikng otnv Axdia

O1 avaoka@ég otov MpwToeAAadikd lI-III oikiopd NG EAikng otnv AlyidAgia Tng
Axdiag, £épepav O0TO QWG TEPACTIO TTOOOTNTA KEPAUIKNG TOOO OTTO E0WTEPIKOUC XWPOUG
OIKNKATWY 600 Kal atmmd  AUAEIOUG-avoIXTOUG XWPOUG Tou apxaiou oikiopyou. H
TIPOKATAPTIKY €EETAON TNG KEPAMIKAG EXEl dlakpivel SUO YeVIKOUG XPOVOAOYIKOUG
opifovTeg: o TTpwToG Xpovohoyeital otnv MNE Il kal atroteAei TNV TeAeuTaia @aon NG CwWNGS
TOU OIKIOMOU KOTA Tnv oTroia TrapatnprABbnke TO €TTEICOBIO0 TWV KATAOTPOPWY Kal TNG
eykataAeiyng. O deuTepog opifovrag apyilel XpovoAoyikd atrd Ta opia petagu tng ME i
pe TN Il ki exTeiveTal TTpog Ta Tricw €wg TTaAaidTepes @aoeig Tng ME Il. O opifovTtag
auToég TrepIAaPPBAvel ETTAAANAEG TTUKVEG OIKODOMIKEG QPACEIS OoUvVTOuNG OIGPKEIOG TTOU
Xapaktnpifovtal amo €TMIOKEUEG OaTTEdWYV, OIdvoItn OpOUWYV, XTIOIUO VEWV TOoiXwv R
METATOTTION TWV Opiwv TTAAAIOTEPWY oIKNUATwy. O opifoviag autdg, TTou XOVOPIKA
avikel otnv ME I, geival ouvoAika TTaxUTeEPOG 0€ OXE0N UE TOV AVWTEPO KAl ETTIPAVEIOKO
opiCovta Tng MNE 1l 0 otroiog avTiBeTa cuVIOTA Yia eviaia Kal AETTTH OIKOOOWIKN Acn.

H KepaUIKEG TwV OUO YEVIKWY QUTWV QACEWYV gival EEAIPETIKA BIAKPITEG TOOO OO0V
apopPd OTA OXNMOTA KAl TO YEVIKA MOP@OAOYIKA XAPAKTNPIOTIKA TWV ayyeiwv Toug, 600
Kal 6oov agopd oTnv KataoTaon SIaTAPNONG TOUG. ZUYKEKPIPEVA aTov opiovTa Tng MNE
Il Kuplapxolv Ta ayyeia oepfipioyatog kal Ta  peydAa mmOdpia. Ta TTpwTa
TePIAAUBAVOUV eKATOVTADEG KUTTEAAQ HE £CW VEUOV XEINOG Kal Wia 1 dUo AaBEg oTov WO
(bass bowls), tankards, kavBapoeidfy okeln, KUTTEAAa pe wnAd TTédI, TTPOXOUG Kal
auopeic. =exwpilel T0 yvwaoTd TpwIKG «déTmagy Tng mpwipng ME Il Tou Bpébnke o€
aWIdWTO KTiIoPa padi ue «Bnoaupd» PIKPOAVTIKEIMEVWY aTTO XpUuad Kal dpyupo. ZTnyv idia
@don Kupiapxn TTapoucia £€xouv Ta peydAa Kai Babid mldpia ye YnAd Aaiud, opiOvTIEG
TOEWTEG AAPBEG OTO CWPA KAl TTOIKIAN aXoIvoeidr dlakdoUnNon oTov WHo. H xwpnTiKATNTA
TOUG UTTOYPAUMICEl TN MEYAAN aTTOBNKEUTIKA IKAVOTATA TOU OIKIGKOU, Apa Kal TNV 181aiTepn
OIKOVOMIKI KOl OUMBOAIKA onuacia Tou OKEUOUG yia TNV KolvoTnta. To uéyeBdg Toug
UTTOONAWVEI OTI evOEXONEVWG TTAGBoVTAY Kal WrivovTav €T TOTTOU O€ HUOVIPEG BECEIg
TTPOKABOPIOUEVEG OTO APXITEKTOVIKO OXEDI0 TWV KTnpiwv. H TTapatipnon Twv ToPwv
TOUG MOPTUPG OTI N KATAOKEUR TOUG YIVETOI OTTO OTPWOEIG TTNAWV TTOU EVWVOVTAI WE
ETITTAéOV OTPpWHATA ETTAAEIYNGS 1 €I0IKOUG CUVOECHOUG OE KATTOIEG TTEPITITWOEIG. ZTOV
id10 opiCovta Tng ME Il avAkel kal Aiyn AETTTOKOKKN YPATITH) KEPAUIKA UE OKOUPOXPWHA
YEWMETPIKA KOOUAMATA 0€ avoiXTo Bdabog. Ta mapamdvw oUvoAa ocuvTtadcoovTal TTARPWG
ME TOV YEVIKO XOPAKTAPA TNG VOTIOEAAASIKAG KEPAMIKAG Tou TéAoug Tng 3™ xIA. m.X. -



yvwoTog amo TN Aépva 1V, 'HAIda kai KoAwva V- 1Tou avamrtuooel TACEIG « JETOAAIKIG»
eu@Aviong (okoUpa OTIATIVH ETTIQPAVEIA, YWVIWON OXAUaATA) WG TTPooiuio TN Méong
Etoxrg Tou XaAkou.

H kepaupiki Twv Babutepwv oIKOOOMIKWY @doewv TnG EAIKNg eival 1d1amrépwg
OIOKPITA WG TTPOG TA JOPPOAOYIKA TNG XOPAKTNPIOTIKA O€ OXEON ME TNV KEPAUIKA TG MNE
Ill: diokoeideic BAoelg, TTPOX0EG OTTO OOATOIEPEG, saucers, OXOIVOEIDEIG {WveEG OE XEIAN
YUPIOTA TTPOG Ta PEOA, TTOAU AETTTOKOKKOI TTNAOI Kal €TTIQAVEIEG EPUBPEG, UTTOAEUKEG 1
TTOPTOKAAOXPWHEG ME XAPAKTNEIOTIKA oTiABwon Tng TME [l. EvOeEIKTIKO OTOIXEIO TNG
KEPOMIKAG TWV UTTOKEIMEVWY QUTWY OTPWHATWY gival 0 uwnAog Babuog didBpwaong Kai
Bpavong: oe avriBeon tmpog 10 oTpwpa TnG ME Il Tng EAKNG OTTOU N KEPAMIKK
eykaTaAeipOnke oTn 6€0n TNG, N KEPAMIKA Twv TTponyoUuevwy @QAcewv gival TTOAU
Bpauapévn, KUANIoPEVn Kal @Bapuévn AOyw TnG €viovng OIKOOOMIKAG OpaaTnpIoTNTOG
gTNV OTI0I0 CUUMETEXEI WG OUOTATIKO TolXoTroliag Kal datrédwyv. Metafly Twv U0
@docwyv, TTapaTtnpeital dla@opd OTnV KATAVOMN TNG KEPAMIKAG OTOUG XWPOUG TOu
OIKIOPOU. XapakTnpIoTIKOTEPN TTEPITTTWON aTToTeAEl N TTeplox Tou Corridor House 6trou
peTd Tnv MNE Il oTnv oTToia XpovoAoyeiTal n TpwTn @Acn Tou KTnpiou, n Kepauikn Tng MNE
Il givan eAGyioTn, evw avtiBeta onueiwveTal €¢apon kepauiknig Tng MNME Il og xwpoug TTou
BpiokovTtal otnv TrEpIPEPEIa Tou Corridor House.

Mépav TNG MOPPOAOYIKNG avaAuong, n KEPAMIKA TNG EAIKNG, Adyw NG TTOAUTINWY
TIANPOYOPIWV CUCXETIOMOU TNG WE TOUG E€0WTEPIKOUG Kal EEWTEPIKOUG XWPOUG TOU
OIKIOMOU Trou Olacwdel, TTPOCQEPEl Eva  eCAIPETIKO €PYOAEIO yIa TNV HEAETN TwV
KAONUEPIVWV AEITOUPYIWYV, TNG OIKOVOMIOG Kal TNG KOIVWVIAG Tou TTPWTOEAAadIKOU
OIKIOHOU. TauTdXpova TTPOCPEPE! MIO ECAIPETIKY EUKAIPIA YIA VA PEAETHIOOUUE TOV TPOTTO
ME TOV OTTOIO N KEPAWIKI TTPOCAPPOLETAI OTIG AEITOUPYIKEG KAl VONUATIKES 101QITEPOTNTEG
TOU OUYKEKPIMEVOU TTANBUOUOU: KABE HOPQPOAOYIKO COTOIXEIO OTTOTEAEI €K@paan evog
adpaTou G’ EUAG KOOHOU VonudTtwy Kal ouuBoAwy, 0 0TToiog KABE popd uTTayopeUsl TNV
ETTIAOYI] TOU OUYKEKPIPMEVOU Hop@POoAoyIKOU aToIxEiou yia va ekppacBei. Me dedopévo Ot
n TPO®N Kal To QaynTd, TTOU €ival 0 KATEEOXNV TTPOOPICHOG TNG KEPAMIKAG, OlaBéTouv
upnAd vonuaTik6-oUUBOAIKS @opTio, TTOIEG QVTIAQWEIS Kal TTapadOoelg UTTopEi va
uTTayopelovTal OTiO TIG KEPAMIKEG MOPQYEC TNG EAIKNG kai 1600 pTTOpOUNE Vva
O1EI00UCOUE OTIG KOIVWVIKEG OXETEIG KOl TOUG OUAAOYIKOUG KOl ATOMIKOUG CUNBOAIoOUG
TWV KATOIKWV TNG;





