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H ¢pevva ot10 omiiawo tov Kidkhomo, ota T'ovpa, éva epnuoéovnco Popsio g
Alovvnoov, Ntav €va omd TO ONUAVIIKOTEPO Kol OVOKOAOTEPON TPOYPAULOTO TNG
Eopopeiog  IMorowoavOpomoroyioc-Zaniaoroyiag v televtaio  dekoetio. Ta
ATOTEAECLATO TG EPELVOG OVTAUELYOV YEVVAIOOMPO TNV VITOUOVH KOl TPOGTAOELD T™V
avOpOTOV TOL KOLVPAGTNKAV amd TN OKANPOTNTA TNnG SuPiwons Kot TG avaoKaenc,
TOAMAEG Qopég ywpic vo elval mpoetopacpévol yoo 10cec Buvoiec. Ilpoxettar yio 600
Kavovpylo. dgdopéva 6to Ydpo TG TPoicTopiag Tov Atyaiov: 10 TP®OTO elvar 1
avaKaALY” oTpopdtov g MesoMbikng, edong adpatng £wg TPOGPATO GTNV 16TOPia
TV VIoldv Tov Atyaiov. To dg0tepo eivar 1 avakdAvyn HoG GEPAG YPOTTOV ayyeimV
™G TpOUNG NeoMOKNG pe avomdvieyo EVILTMOIOKY] SIUKOGUNOT), EVIEADG TOTIKY MG
TPOG TO VYOG KOl TO, CYNUATO GE OYECT WHE TA GLYYpova mov yvopilovpe oamd tnv
nrepotikny EALGSa. Ta ayyeio avtd eiyov amotedel oe évav amd Tovg MO SOLGTPOGITOVG
K0l GKOTELVOVG YDPOVG TOL GTNAAIOV.

O vynAo¢ suuPoAtkdg Tovg POAOG, TPOPOVIG ad TO TANBOC TV GYEdIMV TOV PEPOVV Kl
amd to péyebog g "emévovong' mov oLVICTA M KoTOokeLN KoBEVOG omd avTd,
TOTEVOLHE OTL amoTeAel €voelln g aitepng ypNonS e 101C TG KEPAUIKNG
KOTOPYNV Kol KAT' EMEKTACT] KOL TOV YDPOV, AATPEVTIKNAG 1 OTADG 1EPNS.

CAVE OF CYCLOPE ON YOURA, NORTHERN SPORADES: IMPRESSIVE
FINDS REWARD EFFORT DEMANDING MISSION
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Research in the Cave of Cyclope, on Youra, a deserted island to the north of Alonnesos,
Northern Sporades, has been one of the most important and difficult projects of the
Ephorate of Palaeoanthropology-Spelacology within the last decade. The results of the
project have generously rewarded patience and effort of the participants who survived the
rough conditions of camping and excavation, which most of them had not expected
before. The rewards were the two major new data sets for the Aegean prehistory that the
cave has yielded: the first is the recovery of layers of the Mesolithic, which was an
invisible period in the life of the Aegean islands up to recently. The second is the



discovery of a set of red-on-white painted pots of the Early Neolithic (early 6™ mil. B.C.),
decorated with unexpectedly impressive designs and very local idiosyncrasy regarding
the style and patterns as compared with the contemporaneous mainland types. These pots
have been deposited inside one of the most inaccessible and dark areas of the cave. Their
high value of symbolism is becoming obvious from the big number of designs and the
extent of "investment" of effort and meanings each piece carries, which we believe
suggests a particular kind of function for this pottery and conclusively also for the area of
deposition: a "sacred" role, possibly even extending to rituals.



